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. By JOIIN VINOCUR

PARIS, Sept. 29 — Cuba has arrested

the former vice rector of the University
of Havana alter promlising France that
he would be allowed to leave the coun-

r{thrench officials say.
e arrest last Saturday of Ricardo

Bofill has caused considerable irrita.
tion and some embarrassment to the
Soclalist Government,
sought to maintain good relations with

which has

the Castro regime. Three of President
Frangols Mitterrand’s Cabinet minis.
ters have (raveled to Cuba in the past
year, and the possibility of a visit to

France by Fidel Casto has been a
recurring theme In the French press.

.The case Involves an attempt by Mr.

Bofiil to seek refuge in the French Em.
bassy in Havana on April 29. While pur-

uing an unusually successful aca-

demic carreer, Mr. Boflll became disil-
Jusioned with the Castro Government
and was accused of belonging to an
anti-Castro faction within the Commu-

ist Party. Since 1967 he has received

two prison sentences and served more
than seven years In jalil.

According to his wife, who lives in :
Miaml, Mr. Bofill went to the French
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Upsetting the French

Embassy because he had been threat.
encd by telephone and his mall had
been Intercepted. Once he wus there,
she said In a telephone conversation
today, the embassy was surrounded by
security policemen. :

Eventually, Mrs. Bofill said, the Am.
bassador, Plerre Decamps, spoke di-
rectly to a Cuban Vice President, Car-
los Rafael Rodriguez, who gave the
Ambassador his “personal word of
honor'* that Mr, Bofill would be left
slone and be allowed to leave the coun.
tryqulckljr.

She sald she knew nothing of his ac-
tivitles in the Intervening perfod, but
learned of his disappearance on Satur-
day and was told on Monday that he
had been arrested.

No Cuban Response

On Tuesday Frangols Gutmann, the
second-ranking official at the Foreign

Ministry here, summoned the Cuban -

Ambassador, Alberto Boza, to “re-
quest Infortnation In relation to the
present rumors concerning Mr. Ri.
cardo Boflll.” The use of the word
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“rumors” was a diplomatic euphe.

-mism because French officials pri.

vately confirmed Mr. Boflll's arrest.
A spokesman for the ministry said
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{ Minlstry
i sald Mr. Bofill left ths French Em.

: anti-Castro poet
| ;panish writer, w10 lives in Parls and
j has corresponded with Mrs. Bofill, the
' Government behaved with unusual

{ nalvte,

today there had been no Cuban re-
sponse to the request as yet.

French anger about the situation ap-
peared linked to the fact that the
Cubans had broken their word and ap-
parently walted to arrest Mr. Boflll
untll Forelgn Minister Claude Cheys-
son completed a planned visit to
Havana in August. In addition to Mr.
Cheysson, Transport Minlster Charles
Fiterman, a Communist, and Jack
Lang, Minister Delegate for Cultural
Alfalrs, have visited Cuba In the last }4 |'
months, '

The opposition press here has selzed °
onthe alfalr, and today Le Quotidien de
Paris asked In a headllne, “Did the
French Embassy ‘turn over’ an antl-
Castro opposition figure to the
Cubans?" An earller statement by the
of External Relations here

+ bassy of his ownaccord.

Last year the Soclalist Government
played an important role-in obtaining
the release from prison in Cuba of the
rmando Valladares.
‘This time, said Fernando Arrabal, the
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